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Historical Note:  

 

Thomas Henry Creager was born in Indiana in 1837. He married Sarah Elizabeth LaRue in 1836. 

Together they had nine children: Margaret, Alvin, Arthur, John W., Rebecca, Mary Bell, James 

P., and Thomas C. Their first three children died young. Thomas H. served in the 150th Illinois 

Infantry from February 1865 to January 1866. He died on May 21, 1879, in Shannon County, 

Missouri, months before the birth of his youngest son Thomas C. 

 

John W. Creager was born, in 1868, while his family was in Kansas. He was the executor of his 

mother’s will. John returned to Kansas after the death of his mother in 1921, and grew wheat.  

He married Ada Belle Buffington on January 21, 1900, and together they had seven children: 

Beulah, Mabel, Walter E., Paul E., Leonard, Ruth, and Herman. John Creager died in 1953. 

Walter E. married Mildred Gardner in June 1928. Together the couple had a daughter, Arlie 

Belle. She was born August 22, 1931, in the greater Kansas City, Missouri, area. She married 

Walter F. Gillespie on August 21, 1954. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following three series:  

  

Creager Family 

Shannon County 

Photographs 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

Creager Family 

 

This series contains materials related to the family of Thomas and Sarah Creager. Included are 

land records, tax information, Sarah’s last will and testament, and insurance policies on homes, 

businesses, and crops. This series is arranged chronologically. 

 

Shannon County 
 

This series consists of materials pertaining to land records in Shannon County, Missouri. 

This series is arranged chronologically. 

 

Photographs 

 

This series contains images of the Creager and Boone families in Kansas City, Missouri, during 

the early 1930s. 

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1-3 Creager Family 

Box 1 f. 1 Creager family, 1883-1922 

 f. 2 John W. Creager papers, 1903-1922 

 f. 3 Creager family insurance papers, 1907-1938 
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f. 4-5 Shannon County 

 f. 4 Church family land records, 1871-1887 

 f. 5 Shannon County land records, 1879-1922 

f. 6 Photographs 

 f. 6 Creager and Boone family, 1930s 

 

Index:  

 

Index Term Folder Image 

American Central Insurance Company  2-3 
 

Boone, John 6 Yes 

Catlett, H. B. 1, 5 
 

Chilton, L.O. 2 
 

Chilton, Mary Bell Creager, 1870- 1-2, 4-5 
 

Church, Catherine 4 
 

Church, Q.A. 4 
 

Creager, James P., 1873-1936 1-2, 4 
 

Creager, John W., 1868-1953 1-4 
 

Creager, Sarah E. LaRue, 1836-1921 1-2, 4 
 

Creager, Thomas Henry, 1837-1879 1, 4 
 

Creager, Thomas, 1880-1900 1, 4 
 

Creager, Vertie 1 
 

Eminence (Mo.) 1-6 
 

Galbraith, W.T. 2 
 

Gillespie family 6 Yes 

Gillespie, Arlie B. Creager, 1931- 6 Yes 

Hepler (Kan.) 2-3 
 

McKinney, Boone 5 
 

Odle, James 5 
 

Orchard, Jesse 4 
 

Palmer, E.K. 2, 5 
 

Palmer, Louisa A. 2 
 

Perkins, Columbus C. 2, 5 
 

Perkins, Jacob 2 
 

Randolph, James 4 
 

Reed, Marion 5 
 

Rhodes, Clinton C. 2 
 

Rhodes, Rebecca Creager Randolph, 1966-1945 1-2, 4 
 

Ripley, John N. 5 
 

Shannon County (Mo.) 1-6 
 

Shoemate, Edgar 5 
 

Singleton, Lyle 4-5 
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Index Term Folder Image 

Threlkel, Lulu M. Creager, 1872- 1, 4 
 

Weaver, Margaret 5 
 

Younger, Perry 5 
 

 

 


