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Historical Note:
Albert Brownstein was born in Kansas City, Missouri, in 1891. His parents, Elias and Fannie,
sometimes called Alec and Fagga, emigrated from Russia in the 1880’s and were devout
Orthodox Jews, bringing with them eight children. The Brownstein family originally settled in
Dodge City, Kansas, as homesteaders before moving to Kansas City, Missouri. Elias opened a
fruit and produce business. Around 1892, Elias decided to sell off the remainder of his claim in
Dodge City, Kansas, and move the family to Bridgeton, New Jersey, to work in the soda bottling
business.
In 1907, the Brownstein family moved to Philadelphia, where the majority of the family owned
and worked in a scrapyard, including Albert. From 1917 to the late 1920’s, Albert and his older
brother Harry went into the tire business. After prohibition and the onset of the depression, the
two brothers dissolved the business, with Albert resorting to odd jobs to make a living.
Albert and his brother eventually began to sell accessories out of their cars. Each brother took a
different geographical region along the East Coast and peddled wares throughout the week. It
was during this time that Albert met and married a woman named Rose Kouser. The Brownstein
brothers continued in this line of business throughout World War II.
Albert Brownstein died in September 1967.
Arrangement:
This collection has been arranged into a single folder.
Scope and Content Note:
This collection consists of a manuscript written by Albert Brownstein documenting his life and
the lives of his parents and siblings in the United States in the first half of the twentieth century.
Brownstein includes genealogical information and anecdotes of Brownstein’s life growing up in
New Jersey and Philadelphia.
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