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Historical Note:  

 

The abolitionist John Brown was born May 9, 1800, at Torrington, Connecticut. Brown moved to 

Kansas in 1855, and quickly assumed the leadership of the local militia and anti-slavery 

movement. After the sack of Lawrence, Kansas, in May 1856, in which a number of buildings 

were looted and burned, Brown determined to retaliate against the pro-slavery forces. On the 

night of May 24, 1856, he led a band of six men who captured and killed five men. This incident 

was followed by other actions contributing to the ongoing guerrilla warfare along the Kansas-

Missouri border. 

 

Brown eventually conceived a plan to establish a free state in the South in which escaping slaves 

could find refuge. This led to Brown's attack upon the United States Arsenal at Harper’s Ferry, 

Virginia, where he was captured. John Brown was tried for treason and hanged on December 2, 

1859. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into two folders and the items in the folders have been arranged 

chronologically.  

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The collection contains photocopies of letters along with newspaper article reproductions. Brown 

and his son wrote the letters, to Orson Day of White Hall, New York detailing the political 

climate of the Kansas Territory, and providing travel instructions. In addition, there are 

typescript copies of various newspaper articles detailing the events at Harper’s Ferry, and 

Brown’s actions. Lastly, there is a reprint of an anti-Brown article from the Rockford Morning 

Star.  
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f. 1  John Brown Correspondence, 1855-1856 

f. 2  Articles, 1859-1904 
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