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News releases, articles, and transcripts of proceedings concerning the
establishment and deliberations of the Commission and an index of major topics of
the draft proposal.

HISTORY:

In October 1969, 59,900 names on petitions were submitted to the Jackson
County Board of Election Commissioners calling for the establishment of a
commission to draft a Home Rule document for the government of Jackson
County, Missouri. On January 27, 1970, the Jackson County Circuit Court en
banc and the Probate Judges, named a fourteen-member commission to write a
new charter. The Commission consisted of five lawyers, four businessmen, two
educators, a union official, a retired person, and a housewife. With a bipartisan
membership of seven Republicans and seven Democrats, the Commission
considered itself a body independent from the Jackson County government.

Deliberations began in late January 1970, with the Commission meeting at
least once weekly, and sometimes two or three times weekly during most stages
of the preparation of the Charter. Formal working meetings occurred during June,
July, and August of 1970. All meetings of the Commission were open to the
public. Additionally, dozens of public hearings were held all over the county, and
eleven task forces involving over two hundred citizens were formed to study all
areas of county government activity and issues. The Commission interviewed
more than thirty-five experts on county and local government, current and former
elected officials of Jackson County, and many other interested local citizens.

The work of the Commission was completed September 11, 1970, and
submitted to the presiding Judge of the Jackson County Circuit Court. The
successful public vote approving the proposed Charter was held November 3,
1970.
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James R. Willard, at the time of his appointment to the Commission, had been
active in Republican politics and was Ninth Ward Committeeman. He was a
member of a bipartisan Missouri House redistricting commission in 1966.

The other members of the Commission were: Richard H. Brown, Clem W.
Fairchild, Harold L. Fridkin, James E. Gardner, John R. Gibson, Jerry Irving,
Harry B. Kies, Mrs. J. Robert Popalisky, Paul R. Shy, Robert Lucien Sweeny,
L.M. Thornton Jr., Donald H. Tranin, and Thomas Webster.

PROVENANCE:

The records were a gift of James R. Willard, a member of the Jackson County
Charter Commission. They were received as accession KA0003 on April 17,
1980.

COPYRIGHT AND RESTRICTIONS:

The Donor has given and assigned to the State Historical Society of Missouri
all rights of copyright which the Donor has in the Materials and in such of the
Donor’s works as may be found among any collections of Materials received by
the Society from others.

PREFERRED CITATION:

Specific item; folder number; Jackson County Charter Commission Records
(K00Q7); The State Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-Kansas City
[after first mention may be abbreviated to SHSMO-KC].

CONTACT:

The State Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-Kansas City
302 Newcomb Hall, University of Missouri-Kansas City

5123 Holmes Street, Kansas City, MO 64110-2499

(816) 235-1543 SHSofMO-KC@umsystem.edu

shs.umsystem.edu  www.umkc.edu/WHMCKC/

DESCRIPTION:

Contained within the records are miscellaneous news releases and articles
concerning the establishment and appointment of the Commission; an index of the
major topics of the draft proposal, as discussed during the formal meetings of the
Commission; and the transcripts of the discussions at the nine formal meetings
held between June 22 and August 25, 1970. Also included is the final proposed
Charter as published and submitted for public vote on November 3, 1970.
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INVENTORY:

BOX 001

Folder 1. News releases, articles and editorials - clippings concerning the
establishment and appointment of the Jackson County Charter
Commission, 1968-1970.

Folder 2. Index to the transcriptions of the meetings - compiled index of the
discussions of the Commission at the formal meetings held
between June 22 and August 25, 1970.

Folder 3. Transcription of the formal meeting on June 22, 1970
Folder 4. Transcription of the formal meeting on June 29, 1970
Folder 5. Transcription of the formal meeting on July 9, 1970
Folder 6. Transcription of the formal meeting on July 10, 1970
Folder 7. Transcription of the formal meeting on August 10, 1970
Folder 8. Transcription of the formal meeting on August 14, 1970
Folder 9. Transcription of the formal meeting on August 17, 1970

Folder 10. Transcription of the formal meeting on August 19, 1970
Folder 11. Transcription of the formal meeting on August 25, 1970

Folder 12. “Official Copy of the Proposed Constitutional Home Rule
Charter...” - published document prepared for submission to a
public vote by the people of Jackson County, Missouri on
November 3, 1970.
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